
 
 
 
 

HCE 404 
HISTORY OF 

QUEBEC & CANADA 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINAL EXAM 
STUDY GUIDE 



 

1ST OCCUPANTS 
Circa 1500 

FRENCH REGIME 
1608-1760 

BRITISH RULE 
1760-1867 

CONTEMPORARY PERIOD 
1867-Present 

BEFORE AFTER COMPANY  
1608-1663 

ROYAL GOV 
1663-1760 

POSTCONQUEST 
1760-1800 

PRECONFED 
1815-1867 • Emigration & Recolonization 

• Sifton & Last Best West 
• Baby Boom (1945-60) 
• Aging population 
• Declining birth rate 
• Pluriculturality 

PO
PU

LA
TI

O
N

  
&

 S
ET

TL
EM

EN
T 

• Bering Strait 
• PAWNS   

&  FILMS 

• Jacques Cartier  
(1534/35 & 
1541/42) 

• Champlain, 
Quebec , 1608, 

• L’Habitation  
 

• Intendant Jean Talon  
↑ immigration &  
birth rate 

• Filles du Roi 
• Engages 
•  Soldiers 
• Seigneuries 

• English merchants 
 

• Loyalists & 
Townships 

• Immigrants from 
British Isles  
 

            IRISH 

EC
O

N
O

M
Y 

 
&

 D
EV

EL
O

PM
EN

T 

• Algonquians  
& Iroquois 
bartered 

• Cod fishing 
• Europeans & 

natives bartered 

• Fur trade 
• Mercantilism 
• Company of 100 

Associates 
• Monopoly 

 

• Intendant responsible for 
economy 

• Farming & self-sufficiency 

• English took over fur 
trade 

1810: Timber   
replaces fur 

• Protectionism 

1847: Brit. Free 
Trade 

 
1854-64: Reciprocity  
w/United States 
 
1878: MacDonald’s  
National Policy 

• 1st Phase of Industrialization 
• 2nd Phase of Industrialization  
     & Wheat Boom 

1929/39 – Great Depression 
1914-1945 – Wars & factories Duplessis  
& non-interventionism 

Quiet Revolution 
• Lesage & state-interventionism 

1980s on – Globalization & neoliberalism  
1994 – NAFTA  

CU
LT

U
RE

 &
 C

U
RR

EN
TS

  
O

F 
TH

O
U

G
HT

 

• Animism 

• Christian 
missionaries 
 

• Mutual 
influences 

Habitant culture:  
• Harsh climate.  
• Catholic Church 
• Devotion to 

King 

• Absolutism 
• Gallicanism 

• Liberalism 
• Ultramontanism  
• Anticlericalism 

• Laurier (Imperialism) 
• Bourassa (Can. Nationalism) 
• Mercier & Groulx (Fr-Can Nationalism)  
• Agriculturalism 
• Capitalism $ 
• Feminism 

o WWI/II: Women & factories 
o 1918: Federal vote 
o 1940: Provincial vote 

• Conservatism (Duplessisism) 
• After WWII: Americanism 
• 1960 – secularism 
• Quebec Nationalism  

o Rene Levesque & Sovereignty 

PO
W

ER
 &

 
CO

U
N

TE
RV

AI
LI

N
G

 
PO

W
ER

S • Matriarchy 
(Iroquois) 

• Patriarchies 
(Algonquin) 

• Assimilation of 
natives. 

• Company of 100 
Associates ruled 

• King – absolute monarch 
• Sovereign Council – 

B.I.G.3 

1763: Royal Proc.  
(Murray) 

1774: Quebec Act 

1791: Constitutional Act 
Leg. Assembly created.  

• Papineau, 
Patriotes &92 
Resolutions 

• Lord Russell’s 
rejections 

1837/8: Lower 
Canada Rebellions 
• Durham’s Report 
1840: Act of Union 

• Confederation, 1867.  
• BNA Act: Fed. & Prov. Powers  
• 1900s issues b/t Fed. & Prov. & provincial 

autonomy  
• Conscription crisis WW1 & WW2  
• 1970: FLQ Crisis & War Measures Act 
• 1977: Bill 101(Rene Levesque)  
• 1980 & 1995 – Referendums 
• 1982: Trudeau repatriates constitution 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

1 
 
 

FIRST OCCUPANTS  
CIRCA 1500 

UNIT 1 – POPULATION & SETTLEMENT  
• First evidence of occupation of Québec – about 12,000 years ago 
• Nomads from Russia to Alaska & crossed the Bering Strait following herds of animals 
• The First Nations of Québec are: the Inuit, Algonquin-speaking peoples, Iroquois 
• There was trade and conflicts between the Iroquoians and the Algonquians 

 
 IROQUOIANS ALGONQUIANS INUIT  
Area of 
occupation 

St. Lawrence & Lower 
Great Lakes 

Canadian Shield & 
Appalachians Arctic 

Way of Life 
Sedentary  

farmers (corn,  
squash, beans) 

Nomadic  
hunters & gatherers 

used canoes & 
snowshoes 

Nomadic  
hunters and 
gatherers. 

Dwelling 
Longhouses 

near water on  
fertile land 

Wigwams  
(portable tents, tipis) 

Tents in summer. 
Igloos in winter.  

Kinship Matriarchy Patriarchy Patriarchy 

Social 
Organization 

Nations formed a 
Confederacy (1450 CE) 
for defence and trade. 

The nuclear family was 
the basic unit. 

The nuclear family 
was the basic unit. 

Political 
representation 

Government was by 
consensus. Clan 

mothers appointed the 
male leaders or chiefs. 

Government was by 
consensus. A 

temporary band chief 
was chosen by the men 

for specific tasks 
(hunting, war, etc) 

Government was by 
consensus. Band 

chief was generally 
the oldest man in the 

group. 

 
Arrival of the First Europeans 
 

• Vikings settled in North America in the 10th century.  

•  15th c. Europeans explored the world for economic reasons (NW Passage, gold, furs,fish)  
  
• Jacques Cartier explored the St. Lawrence Valley: 1534, 1535-36 & 1541-42, claimed the 

land in the name of France, made contact with the native population & traded for furs  
 

• Unsuccessfully attempted to establish a settlement 

       P.A.W.N.S 
F.I.L.M.S. 



 

2 
 
 

 

UNIT 2 – ECONOMY & DEVELOPMENT 
• Native populations engaged in subsistence activities and trade  

o Inuit: hunting/gathering 
o Algonquin: hunting/gathering  
o Iroquois: agriculture 

• Algonquin traded furs, hides and meat to the Iroquois in exchange for corn and other  
agricultural products.  

• 15th century Europeans fished cod on coasts of NFLD & along the Gulf of St. Lawrence.   
o Temporary settlements were established (drying and curing fish, repairing 

equipment, replenishing supplies, etc).  
o These settlements led to contact between natives and Europeans & trade in furs. 

• The French acquired furs in exchange for metal goods.   

 

UNIT 3 – CULTURE & CURRENTS OF THOUGHT 
Respect for the environment, Animism and 

Spirituality 

• Native populations practiced animism, belief that 
objects, animals & people possess spirits.  

• Believed that there was interaction between the 
spirit-world though smoking ceremonies, dreams 
& shamans. 

• Native populations had great respect for the 
environment & their survival depended on it 

• Social relationships and leadership were based on 
skills (e.g. hunting, speaking ability) and values 
(e.g. generosity). 

 
First contacts 

• Interaction with Europeans after 1534 led to 
changes in both cultures.   

• Positive changes for natives: iron tools, trade, 
improved living standard 

•  Negative aspects: loss of traditional ways & 
territory, devastating diseases & alcoholism. 

 
 

FIRST 
OCCUPANTS 
Circa 1500 
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FRENCH REGIME 
1608-1760 

 
UNIT 1 – POPULATION & SETTLEMENT  

• Samuel de Champlain established the first permanent FUR trading post in Quebec (1608) 

• Champlain made alliances with the native population and expanded the fur trade   

• Laviolette established a trading post at Trois-Rivières (1634) 

• Maisonneuve established Montréal (Ville Marie) (1642) as a mission/hospital. 

• Population was mainly male because of the fur trade. 

• Territory expanded. Settlement was limited & they were mainly fortified trading posts.  

• Seigneuries (farming communities) began to develop along the St. Lawrence River. 

• 17th century: low population due to a lack of immigration. 

• The distance from France, the danger of the voyage, Iroquois raids, cold climate and  
English Enemies discouraged people to immigrate. 

• The fur trade did not require a large work force since most of the labour was performed  
by the Natives.  

• The chartered companies did not live up to their responsibilities to settle the colony  
since this would reduce their profits.  

• The King was not really interested in full-scale immigration. Only about 10,000  
immigrated to New France. 

• Huguenots (French Protestants) were not permitted to come to the colony (until 1720). 

• In 1663, King Louis XIV took direct control of the colony and replaced the chartered  
companies with a system of Royal Government. 

•  Jean Talon (Intendant): Tried to increase immigration: filles du roi, soldiers, engages & 
created a policy of natural growth using bonuses, family allowances, fines.  

• Native populations declined as Europeans settled in their territories and brought diseases 
(small pox & influenza).  
 

Coexisting in New France 

• A distinct French-speaking Catholic society developed around the St. Lawrence Valley.   

• New France’s  social structure consisted of: 
o Small nobility (administrators for France and high clergy) 
o Small middle class (bourgeoisie). I.e.: land owners (seigneurs) & merchants. 
o The Third Estate or commoners (mainly subsistence farmers). 
o Slaves and Christianized natives (Domiciliés) 

D.I.C.E. 
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UNIT 2 – ECONOMY & DEVELOPMENT 
 

• Mercantilism:  is the economic policy adopted by most European countries like France.   

o Role of the colony (New France) is to provide raw materials (beaver furs) that are 
transformed into high value finished products (felt hats) that were sold for high  
profits to European countries.   

o This enriches the mother country, but not the colony.  

 
• New France becomes a trading-post colony (1608-1663) run by individuals and companies 

who are granted monopoly charters by the France (Company of 100 Associates).  
 

• Permanent settlements are founded to exploit the fur trade (Québec – 1608) 

• Royal government was established by Louis XIV in 1663. The intendants (JT) became  
responsible for economic development. 

 
• The search for furs and the rivalry with the British and their allies led to the rapid expansion 

of New France from 1663 to 1755. 
 
• The British established the Hudson Bay Company (1670) to compete with the French fur 

trade along the St. Lawrence. 
 

The colony’s main commercial activities 

• Indentants attempted to diversify the economy by developing new industries, types of  
agriculture and triangular trade.   

• The fur trade was the most important element of the economy of New France. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRENCH 
REGIME 

1608-1663 

MMM! 
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UNIT 3 – CULTURE & CURRENTS OF THOUGHT  
 

• Early French settlers modified European materials and clothing to suit the harsh North  
American environment (climate).   

• They also adopted some native techniques and practices. 

• This created a uniquely French-Canadien society based on: 
o  Survival 
o The Catholic Church (religion)  
o Devotion to the King (Absolutism) 

 
Role the Catholic Church 

• The original goal of the church in the 17th century: to convert the natives.   

• Church took care of education, health care & social services  

• The Church became an important source of historical information as well as becoming an  
important institution of French-Canadien culture. 

• Parishes (areas controlled by a priest) help the Church to control and supervise the  
population as well as acting as centers for social activities.  

 

         

Absolutism in the colony of New France 

• Absolutism is the political belief that the ruler (usually hereditary) receives his power  
directly from God and is His representative on earth.   

o This of course means that he answers only to God.  

o This was practiced in France and, as a result, in France’s colonies 

• Before 1663, King gave control of New France to chartered companies holding monopolies 

o After 1663, governors & intendants were appointed to represent him in colony.  

o Some of them took their positions quite seriously and lived like kings in NF. 

• Catholic clergy were also under the King’s authority.  He appointed the Bishop of New 
France, with the approval of the Pope ( Gallicanism). 

FRENCH 
REGIME 

1608-1663 



 

6 
 
 

UNIT 4 – OFFICIAL POWER & COUNTERVAILING POWERS 
 
The power of the state in New France 

• All official power in New France was held by the King of France (absolutism).   

• B/t 1608 and 1663 the New France was governed by chartered companies. 

• After 1663 Royal government was established when a Sovereign Council was directed by the  
governor general and the intendant.  

o  Represented the king in the colony and exercised legislative, executive and  
judicial power in the name of the king. 

• To ensure that its authority was respected the state used three means of control: the army, 
public punishments and public demonstrations of its power. 

 

The state and its allies 

• The state granted many privileges to the Roman Catholic Church.  

•  The Church was maintained the social order among the settlers and aboriginal groups. 
 

The nobility, peasants and artisans before the state 

• The nobility showed absolute loyalty to the king and were rewarded with privileges. 

• The common people of New France had no political rights and could have no influence over 
colonial decisions. 

 
 

 

 

FRENCH 
REGIME 

1608-1663 
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BRITISH RULE  
1760-1867 

UNIT 1 – POPULATION & SETTLEMENT  
• Following the Conquest, French Canadien population continued to grow due to high  

birth rates. 

• 1815 to 1847 increased British immigration (Ireland, Scotland, Britain and Wales) 

• Population growth led to overpopulation of rural areas resulting in emigration to other 
areas such as cities in Quebec, New England (U.S.), & new regions of colonization in  
Quebec and western Canada. 

• Canals and railways networks in both Canada & the U.S. made this emigration easier. 
 

UNIT 2 – ECONOMY & DEVELOPMENT  
 

• Despite the British takeover there was very little change in the economic situation until  
the early 19th century. 

• Anglo/American merchants took control of the fur trade.  

• Furs remained the main export and British mercantilism replaced French. 
 

The fur trade and the exploitation of forest resources 

• Fur trade declined at the beginning of the 19th century following the American Revolution. 

• Timber replaced furs as the colony’s main export in 1810.  

• As a result of the Napoleonic Wars and Britain’s protectionist policies, Lower Canada  
became a main supplier of timber to Great Britain. 

• The timber industry experienced unprecedented growth and led to the creation of jobs, new 
occupations & the opening of new areas of colonization. 

 

Changes in farming activities 

• While agriculture remained the main activity, the township system  eventually replaced the 
seigneurial system (1854) 

 

The adoption of free trade and the development of financial institutions 

• In 1846 Britain abolished its system of preferential tariffs and opted for free trade. This  
would have serious effects on the Canadian economy. 

•  A Reciprocity Treaty was signed with the United States.  This gave Canada a large market 
to sell its raw materials (1854).  
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UNIT 3 – CULTURE & CURRENTS OF THOUGHT  
 
Conciliation and collaboration (from 1760 to 1840) 

• After the Conquest (1760), the British authorities took control and allied themselves with  
the French-Canadien nobility and the clergy. 

• These groups chose to support the colonial authorities & urged population to support them. 
 
Liberalism, nationalism and republicanism (from 1760 to 1830) 

• Liberalism emerged after the conquest in British North America.  

• Liberals, Canadiens & Loyalists, demanded democratic changes to colony’s political system.  

• Following the Constitutional Act of 1791, an elected legislative assembly was created & 
tensions that arose in legislative assembly led to creation of partisan press (newspapers) 

• During the 1830s, some Canadien liberals became more radical & demanded both 
republican & nationalistic changes in the colony. This led to the Rebellions of 1837-38.  

 

Ultramontanism, liberalism and anticlericalism (after 1840) 

• After the Rebellions, the power of the Roman Catholic Church over society increased.  
• Those who believed in ultramontanism (Bishop Bourget) sought to assert the Church’s 

authority over all spheres of colonial life.   
• Church’s influence was most powerful in education & social services (hospitals & charities) 
• Survival nationalism, which was centered on the Church, developed.   

• The three pillars of the French Canadien identity became: 
o  the Catholic religion 
o  the French language 
o  rural life and traditions. 

• Those opposed to ultramontanism established the Institut Canadien de Montreal which 
they used to express the anticlerical and republican nationalism. 

 

UNIT 4 – OFFICIAL POWER & COUNTERVAILING POWER 
• Conquest of New France by the British 1760. New France now under British Rule.  
• Royal Proclamation (1763) established a new political system, created the colony of Québec  

under control of an appointed governor and an executive council that he chose. 

• British merchants tried to get rid of Governor Murray by petitioning authorities in London.  

• Some bourgeois Canadiens & British merchants demanded democratic reforms (e.g.: elected  
assembly) and spread their opinions with newspapers, petitions, letters & formed associations.  

• The nobility and the Roman Catholic clergy opposed these measures. 

• In 1791, the Constitutional Act created Upper and Lower Canada and gave each an elected 
legislative assembly. 
 

BRITISH RULE 
1760-1867 

L.L.L.L. 
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Parliamentary government in Lower Canada (1791-1840) 

• Legislative assembly allowed some social groups to express concerns & defend their interests. 

• Influence of the population was limited by three factors: 

o Right to vote was not universal (only property owners could vote).  
o Government ministers came mainly from the upper classes (Anglo/Protestant) 

o Governor-general or the appointed Legislative Council could oppose or even deny  
(veto) any motion that was democratically arrived at by the Legislative Assembly 

• Parti canadien demanded democratic changes to the way the colony was governed.   
Wanted elected Legislative Assembly to be the main power in the colony. 

• The Parti canadien became more radical. They changed its name (Parti patriote) in 1826.  

• The British Party (Chateau Clique) made up of people who supported the governor and his  
councils. This group won the support of the Roman Catholic clergy and the nobility (seigneurs). 

• The Parti Patriote expressed its demands to London in 1834 (92 Resolutions).   

o These demands were refused in 1837 (Lord Russell’s 10 Resolutions).   

o There were armed rebellions in both Lower & Upper Canada (1837-38 Rebellions) 

o These rebellions were forcefully suppressed and many of the leaders were  
punished with hanging or deportation in 1839.  

o In response to the Durham Report (1839): Upper and Lower Canada were united  
to become the United Canada (1840).  (Act of Union)  

o French Canadians became a minority in the United Canada. 
 

United Canada, a democratic and bourgeois state  
(1840-1867) 
• The Union Act continued a similar political system (not 

responsible) as the previous  
constitution had.  

• The power in the colony rested with the appointed governor 
and his councils. 

• In 1842, a reformist Alliance (Louis-Hippolyte Lafontaine – 
Robert Baldwin) was formed to  
press their demands for a more democratic system of  
responsible government. 

• In 1848 British colonial authorities, granted the colony  
responsible government. 

• The Christian churches continued to dominate social affairs. 

• Economic and security problems in the 1860s led to federal  
union of the BNA colonies.  

BRITISH RULE 
1760-1867 

P. 
P. 
P. 
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CONTEMPORARY PERIOD 
1867 - PRESENT 

UNIT 1 – POPULATION & SETTLEMENT 
• Confederation: July 1st 1867- BNA Act  

• According to section 95 of the BNA Act immigration is a shared power.  This gives the  
Québec government partial control in this area. 

• PM John A. Macdonald’s National Policy (1878) encouraged immigration and settlement 
of the Canadian West. 
 

• Colonization of the Canadian west led to Native and Métis rebellions(Louis Riel)  in 1869 

and 1885. 

• Marginalization of the Native population continued with the Indian Act (1876) when 
natives were given the same status of a minor. 

 
Industrialization, urbanization and migration flows from 1885 to 1930 

• The 2nd Phase of Industrialization (1896-1929) causes farm workers and immigrants to  
move increasingly to the cities (urbanization).   

• Urbanization had serious negative social effects in working areas.  
o Class divisions, high infant mortality, epidemics & diseases. 

• Due to a lack of jobs and land in rural areas many French Canadians emigrated from  
Quebec to the U.S. for better wages and working conditions (the railway promoted this).  

• The Roman Catholic Church encouraged French Canadians to remain here by developing 
a movement to colonize new areas of the province (e.g. Abitibi, Lac St. Jean, Laurentians, 
etc). This was not entirely successful.   
 

• In the 20th century the Canadian government developed an advertising campaign to  
attract immigrants to the Canadian West.  (PM Laurier and Clifford Sifton) 

o Encouraged by advertising, the promise of free land and assisted passage more 
that 2,000,000 came from Western Europe, Scandinavia, Eastern Europe, Britain 
and the United States.   

o  Led to the Canadian wheat boom & founding of Alberta & Sask. (1905). 
 
Population changes from 1930 to 1980 

• During and immediately prior to World War II Canada closed its borders to immigrants. 

• Following the WW2 (1947-1960) the baby boom occurred. Millions of babies were born &  
the death rate was much lower. This created a much larger and younger population. 

• Following the war (1945-1960) there was an increase in immigration and much more  
diversity among the immigrant population.   
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• During this period the Québec government begins to favour immigrants from French- 
speaking countries. 

• The Quiet Revolution in Québec (1960-70) led to a steep decline in the province’s birth 
rate.  More liberal attitudes, a larger number of divorces, the use of new methods of  
birth control and more couples living together rather than marrying. 

• Urbanization and the growth of suburbs eliminate the farmland available.  Some regions 
became depopulated beginning the 1960s.  
 

Population of Québec since the 1980s: renewed challenges 

• Québec’s population is aging & its declining birth rate has created shortages in the labour  
force. Québec gov’t introduced programs to support families & increase fertility rates. 

• The Native population has experienced demographic growth. 

• Since 1980, immigration has transformed the face of Québec society making Quebec  
 pluricultural.  

• This (pluriculturality/pluralism) has encouraged the Québec government to help 
newcomers integrate into Québec society (values, language and institutions), while 
reinforcing their belonging here. 

 
UNIT 2 – ECONOMY & DEVELOPMENT 

• 1st phase of industrialization (1867 – 1896) small industries and factories emerge ex,  
sugar, flour mills, leather etc. 

o Increase investment from Great Britain, 
o Technological innovations 
o Industrialization (mainly of manufactured goods for domestic sale) 
o Urbanization (growth of cities)  
o Emigration 

• Transportation networks (canals and railways) facilitated trade as well as emigration. 
 
Confederation and National Policy 1878   

• Government (John A. Macdonald) adopted a new economic policy: National Policy (1878) 
1. protective tariffs 
2. completion of the railway network  
3. increased immigration to the Canadian west 

 
A second phase of industrialization (1896- 1929) 

• Resource extraction and raw materials for export mainly to the United States.  

• Chemicals, Hydroelectricity, aluminum, mining, pulp and paper were the main industries.  
 
•  Unskilled workers left the countryside to the cities (urbanization), producing very poor 

working and living conditions for these workers and their families. 

CONTEMPORARY 
PERIOD 

1867-Present 

C. 
H. 
A. 
M. 
P. 



 

12 
 
 

 
The Great Depression and the impact of the Second World War 

• The 1920s was a time of prosperity in both North America and Europe: the Roaring 20s.  

• The 1930s, economic depression caused by overproduction & speculation among investors. 

o Thousands were unemployed.   
o Gov’t intervened with social and economic measures (public work projects, relief 

camps, direct aid (coupons) &back to the land movement).  
 

• The Great Depression ended with the start of the Second World War in 1939.   

• Canada produced war materials for the Allied cause.  

• Many industrial sectors (textiles, food, iron & steel) experienced  economic recovery and 
workers got their jobs back.  

 

Public investments in the 1960s and 1970s 

The Quiet Revolution (1960-70) brought many changes to Québec.  

o Much more state intervention in the economy 
o Nationalization of Hydro-Québec, SIDBEC, SOQUEM, etc. 
o Development of public institutions (Labour Code, Assemblee Nationale, etc) 
o Creation of a French-speaking business elite 
o More state investment in social programs (schools, hospitals, social services) 
o Creation of a welfare state 

 

Recessions and recoveries since the 1980s 

• The recession in the early 1970s ended more than 20 years of economic prosperity.   

• Rise in oil prices that led to high inflation, unemployment and stagflation (unemployment  
and inflation) that lasted into the 1990s. 

• Both federal and provincial government were forced to enact drastic measures:  

o Funding for social services was cut.  
o The number of civil servants was drastically reduced.   
o Many public companies were sold to private interests.  
o Canada also sought a closer economic arrangement with the U.S. with the signing 

of NAFTA in 1994. 
 

• In the 1980s & 1990s, many entrepreneurs delocalized their businesses to take advantage  
of globalization.  

• Others dealt with global competition by focusing on high-tech markets such as multi-media,  
aeronautics or pharmaceutical research.  

• Since the 1980s, the tertiary (service sector) has continued to develop while the primary 
(resource) and secondary (manufacturing) sectors have declined. 

 

CONTEMPORARY 
PERIOD 

1867-Present 
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UNIT 3 – CULTURE & CURRENTS OF THOUGHT 

Capitalism, social reformism, feminism, conservatism and nationalist movements 
(before 1950)  

• Capitalism, industrialization and urbanization had negative as well as positive  
consequences for society.   

• Social reformist groups sought to find ways to reduce these negative side-effects.  Women, 
who were heavily represented in these groups, added feminist demands (voting  
rights, education rights, right to be elected to government.) 

• Mass culture (newspapers, magazines, advertising, radio, films, theatres, museums, etc)  
developed in the first decades to the 20th century.   

• The Catholic Church tried to stop these changes and continued to promote traditions. 

• Nationalist movements between 1867 and 1950 had cultural survival: 

o Henri Bourassa’s Canadian nationalism developed in response to British 
Imperialism (Boer War – Sir W. laurier), (conscription PM Borden) in early 20th c.  

o Lionel Groulx’s nationalism described Québec as the geographical homeland of 
French Canada. 

o Honoré Mercier – agriculturalism  
o Between 1920-1950, some nationalists promoted development of co-operatives 

as a means of reconciling capitalism with Québec’s agricultural character. 
 
Socialism, communism and fascism (between 1920 and 1940) 

• Due to the Great Depression, these groups became more popular in Canada.  
• Authorities were suspicious of all of them and took measures to stop their growth here.  

 
Americanism, state interventionism, nationalist movements and feminism (after 1950) 

• After WW2 Quebec was highly influenced by American customs and ways of life.   

• People began criticizing traditionalism & clericalism.  

• After 1960 (Quiet Revolution), gov’t took control of education, health care & social services.   

• Gov’t promoted “Arts” to encourage development of Canadien culture & preserve heritage 

• After 1960, certain groups developed a more progressive type of nationalism based on the 
French language, the cultural characteristics of Quebecers and on the independence of  
Québec from Canada. (Rene Levesque) 

• This movement contrasted with Canadian nationalism that promoted a united & bilingual  
Canada. (Trudeau) 

• After 1960, Aboriginals became more politically active and began to insist that various  
governments take their demands and needs seriously. 

• After 1960, feminism reappeared in both radical and moderate forms. These groups 
demanded improved status for women as well as gender equality in all sectors. 

 

CONTEMPORARY 
PERIOD 

1867-Present 

F.F.F.F.  
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New currents of thought (after 1980) 

• Neo-liberalism, an ideology that advocates a laissez-faire approach to the economy and less 
state intervention, became more popular both federally and provincially as Canada and  
Québec tried to become more competitive globally. 

• Alter-globalists are a group that opposes the inequalities of capitalism & globalization. It 
tries to protect the environment as well as identities of social & cultural groups. 

 

UNIT 4 – OFFICIAL POWER & COUNTERVAILING POWER  
 

• After Confederation, conflicts between federal gov’t & provincial gov’ts were based on:   
o Division of powers or jurisdictions & the distribution of revenues 

• Canada’s territorial expansion (1868 & 1873) led to rebellions in Manitoba (1896),  
Saskatchewan (1885).  

• The Indian Act (1876) created the reserve system & further marginalized native population. 

• Industrialization (1867-96; 1896-1929) led to urbanization and various social problems. 
o Workers unionized in order to protect themselves. Unions became legal in 1872. 

• Early 20th c., feminist groups campaigned for women’s rights, particularly the right to vote.   
o Women got the vote in federally in 1918 & in Québec provincial elections in 1940. 

 

From the Great Depression to the end of the Duplessis period (1930 – 1960) 

• Governments began to intervene in social and economic affairs during the Great Depression.  

• During the Second World War the Canadian government took over provincial powers and  
imposed conscription, this caused tensions between the provincial & federal gov’t  

• In the 1950s, unions, intellectuals and artists criticized the Duplessis government’s policy of 
limited involvement in the social and economic sectors. 

 

Quiet Revolution: Role of the state from 1960 to the present 
• During the Quiet Revolution, the state assumed responsibility for more of the social and 

economic sectors.  Modernization and secularization of Québec society. 
 

• Unions, feminists, aboriginals and linguistic groups demanded more rights particularly after 
the Québec Charter of Rights and Freedoms was adopted (1975). 

 
• Separatist movement became more popular in 1960s & present both revolutionary (FLQ Crisis) 

and democratic wings (Parti Quebecois- PQ 1968). 
o  PQ achieved power in 1976 and 1994, & held losing referendums in 1980 & 1995. 

• Constitutional negotiations were taking place with the goal of repatriating the BNA Act  
(Constitution Act 1982, Trudeau) and more clearly defining Québec’s place in Canada.  

• Since the 1990s, faced with issues of global warming and economic globalization, 
environmental and social justice groups have had greater influence on the gov’t. 
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POPULATION & SETTLEMENT 
1st

 O
CC

U
PA

N
TS

 
Ci

rc
a 

15
00

 
FIRST MIGRATIONS 

 

                      Patriarchy 
                      Algonquians 
                      Wigwams 
                      Nomadic 
                      Shield Region 

 

                      Farmers 
                    Iroquois 
                    Longhouses 
                    Matriarchy 
                    St. Lawrence Lowlands 
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1608 – Champlain sets up 1st permanent 
settlement of Quebec. Fur trade post.  
Company of 100 Associates didn’t bring settlers 
as they promised the King.  
 

 
 
 

1663 – Talon (intendant) 
encourages immigration 
of Carignan de Salieres 
soldiers. Increased 
immigration & eventually 
doubled population of 
New France. 

 

 
1608-1760 – Seigneurial System 
Long, rectangular lots extended from rivers.  
Seigneur lived on largest plot & collected 
taxes. Church & mill on Common Land.  
 

 
1663 – Talon (intendant) recruits filles du roi.  
Increased immigration & eventually doubled 
population of New France.  
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1760 – 1st Wave of British Immigration 
English merchants replaced French & took 
control of the fur trade in Montreal & Quebec.  
 

 
After 1815 – Poor Irish & Scottish kicked off 
their farms by landlords. Immigrate to Upper 
Canada. Bring with them Cholera & Typhus.  

 
1775-83 – 2nd Wave of British Immigration. 
Loyalists arrived after American Revolution. 
Increase English minority to 10%. Demands  
bring about Constitutional Act (1791). 

 
After 1760 – English Township System of  
land division. Freehold land ownership. 
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1880-1930 – Settlement of Western Canada 
Sifton responsible of immigration policy. 
Immigrants from Central & Eastern Europe.  
 

 
1945-1960 – Baby Boom  
Dramatic increase in birthrate after WWII.  
Need for construction boom/urbanization.  

 
1851-1931 – Rural Exodus leads to Urbanization 
Mechanization of Agriculture leads to 1st & 2nd 
Phases of Industrialization.  
 

 
1961-1980 – Ethnic immigration trends.  
1961-70 – Mostly European.  
1971-80 – Asian, African & South American.  
Canada becoming pluricultural/multicultural.  
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FIRST MIGRATIONS FIRST CONTACTS 

 
Circa 1500 – Native trade networks 
Algonquians & Iroquois bartered goods.  
Iroquois bartered pots & crops.  
Algonquians bartered furs & canoes.  

 
1400-1630 – Europeans fished for cod off 
Newfoundland & Gulf of St. Lawrence during 
summers; returned home in fall. Europeans 
also traded with native peoples.  
(France, England, Spain, Portugal) 
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1608-1663 – Company of 100 Associates given 
a monopoly over the fur trade by the King. 
They’re the only company permitted to profit 
from the fur trade because they promise to 
settle New France.  
 

 
1608-1663 – Company of 100 Associates & 
westward expansion for the fur trade. 
Company didn’t bring settlers as they promised 
the King. This led to a large, underpopulated & 
undefended New France.  

 

 
1608-1760 – Triangular Trade / Mercantilism  
Mother country (France) takes raw materials 
to sell in Europe. Makes money for mother  
country, but colony doesn’t profit.  

 
1663-1668 – Talon (intendant) & self-
sufficiency of New France. Increased supply 
of food & materials to improve farming. 
(“Farming is the key to self-sufficiency.”) 
Despite efforts, economy remained weak.  
Intendants also responsible for industries, 
trade & taxation.  
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After 1760 – English merchants replaced French 
merchants & took control of the fur trade in 
Montreal & Quebec. English became  
the wealthy class in BNA.  

 
After 1810 – Timber replaces fur as main 
export. Farmers take on work for logging 
companies in winter. Competition & rivalry 
develops between French & Irish workers.   

 
1815-1867 – Mechanization of Agriculture.  
Fewer people were needed to run farms.  
People sought work in cities/factories. 

 
1815-1867 – Emigration to United States.  
Many found better-paying work for the whole 
family in Unites States.  
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1878 – Macdonald’s National Policy.  

 
1930-39 – Great Depression. Stock market 
crash leads to unemployment & poverty in 
North America. Ineffective gov’t relief: 
public works, direct relief, back to land…   

 

 
1896-1930 – 2nd Phase of Industrialization.  
Chemicals, Hydro dams, Aluminum, Mining, Pulp 
& Paper. Extraction of natural resources in  
Quebec financed by American companies.  

 
1960-1970 – Lesage & Quiet Revolution 
Before: Duplessis (non-intervention of gov’t) 
After: Lesage (state-intervention) 
                        Nationalization of Hydro.  

 



CULTURE & CURRENTS OF THOUGHT 
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FIRST CONTACTS 

 
1500-1663 – Native influence on Habitants.  
Tobacco smoking, lacrosse playing, warm 
winter clothing & snowshoeing. 

 

 

1608-1760 – Christian Missionaries 
Came to New France to convert natives to 
Chritianity. Nuns ran schools and hospitals.  
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1608-1760 – Habitants developed an 
independent spirit. With little help from the 
mother country, adapted to harsh climate. 
Catholic Church was the community centre.  
Devoted to King of France & his divine right. 

 
1663-1760 – Absolutism. The King of France 
(Louis XIV) replaced the Company of 100 
Associates with Royal Gov’t. He became 
absolute monarch with divine right.  

 
1663-1760 – Law, Courts & Class System 
Seigneurial courts & Sovereign Council (BIG 3) 
enforced the law. There was little class  
distinction because all worked to survive.  

 
 
 

Bishop Laval 
Of Quebec.  
1658-1708 
 
 
 
 
 
1600s-1700s – Gallicanism & Ultramontanism.   
Gallicanism: divine right of king greater than 
that of the pope.  
Ultramontanism: divide right of pope greater 
than that of the king. Need more church 
influence in matters of the state.  
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1763 – Treaty of Paris & Royal Proclamation 
Britain aims to assimilate French-Canadians. 
Renamed to “Quebec”, forbade use of French  
law & declared them British subjects.  

 
1774 – Quebec Act to appease French-
Canadians. American Revolution threatens 
unrest in Quebec. Oath of Allegiance.  

 

 
1775-83 – Loyalists. Increased English minority 
from 1% to 10%). Used township system. 
Demanded changes to colony’s political system  
(liberalism). Led to Constitutional Act (1791).  

 
After 1840 – Ultramontanism (Bishop Bourget) 
Catholic Church as one of three pillars of 
French-Canadian identity. Survival Nationalism. 
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WWI/II – Feminism & Suffragettes.  
Women replaced men in factories during 
wars & proved they were equally capable.  
1918: Women got the federal vote. 
1940: Quebec women got provincial vote. 

 
1949 – Duplessis & Asbestos Strike 
Duplessis held conservative values that  
clashed with unions & civil liberties.  

 

 
1970 – Quebec Nationalism & FLQ/Oct. Crisis  
Bombs in mailboxes & 2 kidnappings in Montreal. 
Trudeau utilizes the War Measures Act.  
 

 
1990 – Oka Crisis 
Since Indian Act of 1876, native peoples have 
been marginalized.  Mohawks fought against 
attempts to build golf course on burial ground.  

 



OFFICIAL POWER & COUNTERVAILING POWERS 
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FIRST CONTACTS 

 
1534 – Jacques Cartier claims land in the 
name of the King of France. Declares 
ownership of the land regardless of who lived 
there first.  

 

1608-1760 – Christian Missionaries 
Came to New France to convert natives to 
Chritianity. Attempted assimilation of natives. 
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1663-1760 – Structure of Absolutism.  
The king reigns with absolute power & 
appoints a Minister of Marine to administer 
colonies in his name. The Captains of Militia  
declare the king’s laws at church on Sundays.  

 
1663-1760 – Sovereign Council (BIG 3)  
Bishop – represents church, supervises in 
schools, hospitals & charities.  
Intendant – in charge of developing colony.  
Governor – Represent king & defend colony.  

 
1663-1760 – Map of New France 
Although New France’s population was smaller 
than that of the British colonies, its claimed 
territory was far larger. Because the French 
king was absolute monarch, he could collect 
raw materials as he pleased.  
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1763 – Governor James Murray realizes that 
Royal Proclamation is unworkable (1% are 
making laws that 99% must follow). His beliefs 
form basis for Quebec Act (1774).  

 
1791 – Legislative Assembly formed in 
Constitutional Act to pacify loyalists & French-
Canadians. Veto power & selective voting 
made this act undemocratic.  

 
1830s – Papineau & Parti Patriote demand 
responsible gov’t in their 92 Resolutions. When 
Russell rejects them and adds a “slap in the 
face,” Lower Canada rebellions begin. They fail 
without Church support.  

 
1838 – Lord Durham’s Report suggests the 
Canadas unite, French be assimilated, & that 
responsible gov’t be granted.  
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1867 – Confederation / BNA Act. After 3 
conferences the Dominion of Canada is 
created & the gov’t is restructured.  
Federal/provincial powers determined.  

 
1931 – Statute of Westminster  
Recognized Canada as an independent  
country in the British Commonwealth.  

 
1982 – Trudeau patriates the Constitution.    
Gave Canada more control over its 
constitution. Qc never consented to changes 

 

 

1917 – Henri Bourassa, 
Nationalism & Conscription 
Crisis 
 
 

 
1936-1959 – Maurice Duplessis defends  
nationalist values (land, language & religion). 

 
1980 & 1995 – Levesque & PQ Referendums 
Seperatists opposed federalists & lost both times 
Clarity Act created to prevent another close call.  
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TERMS 

UNIT 1: POPULATION & SETTLEMENT 

NATIVES (PRE 1600) 

Matriarchy Family link is through mother.  

Nomadic People who wander from place to place following food supply.  

Patriarchy Family link is through father.  

Sedentary Groups who stay in one place, practice agriculture.  

 

FRENCH REGIME (1600-1763) 

Colonization Settlement of a territory by the mother country.  

Emigration Movement of people out of an area.  

Immigration Movement of people into an area.  

Migration Movement of people from one place to another.  

Natural Increase Growth of population through births.  

Rural  Population living in the countryside, usually practicing agriculture.  

 

BRITISH REGIME (1760-1867) 

Assimilation Process in which one group takes on the culture and customs of a larger group.  

Demographic Study of a specific area of human population in terms of size, growth,  
distribution, way of life, etc.  

Loyalists British subjects who fled the United States and settled in parts of Canada.  
(Quebec, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick.) 

 

CONFEDERATION (1867-Present) 

Baby Boom Huge number of babies in postwar Canada between 1948 and 1965.  

Diversity Cultural and ethnic variations from one group to another.  

Multiculturalism 
/Pluralism 

Co-existence of many diverse cultures and ethnic groups in Quebec and  
Canada. 

Urbanization Migration of people from rural areas to cites in order to find jobs. This usually  
resulted in terrible living and working conditions for the people.  

 



UNIT 2: ECONOMY & DEVELOPMENT 
Exploitation The use or development of a country’s resources in order to gain economic 

benefit (France = fur; Britain = timber) 
Mercantilism The economic theory practiced in Europe in the 1600-1700’s, which states that 

a country’s colonies are there to supply raw materials which the mother 
country would sell at high profits.  
Example: New France supplied the fur pelts which would be made into hats,  
and sold in France for high profits. 

Monopoly One company is the only provider of a product or service.  

Resources The natural, economic, and human assets enjoyed by a nation.  
Example: Mineral wealth, capital, people.  

Subsistence 
farming 

Farming that generates only enough produce to feed the family, with little or  
nothing left over to sell.  

 

BRITISH REGIME 

Confederation The creation of British North America into the country of Canada (1867).  

Free Trade International trade that is not subject to protective regulations or tariffs  
Example: Britain signs free trade deal with other European nations in 1848. 

Industrialization The transition from hand made goods to mass production in factories.  

Inflation A surplus supply of currency which results in higher prices and a decrease in  
purchasing power (you pay more for goods that aren’t worth what’s charged).  

Nationalization The takeover of industries and resources by the country or state.  
Example: Quebec nationalized Hyrdo Quebec during the Quiet Revolution. 

Neoliberalism A “laisser faire” approach to the economy, with little or no government  
intervention.  

Preferential Tariffs Britain gives Canada good prices for her trading goods.  

Recession A period during which there is a decline in economic trade and prosperity.  

Reciprocity Mutual exchange of trading privileges between two nations (British North  
America & U.S.A). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIT 3: CULTURE & CURRENTS OF THOUGHT 

Animism Native belief that objects, animals and people possess spirits 

FRENCH REGIME 

Absolutism The belief that the King gets his power from God , and he is God’s  
representative on earth.  

BRITISH REGIME 

Aboriginalism An attitude of consideration of Aboriginal people’s cultural characteristics.  

Alter-globalization Social, political, cultural movement that opposes the inequalities of capitalism 
and globalization and tries to protect the environment as well as the identities  
of social/cultural groups and individuals.  

Agriculturalism Ideology that values a traditional way of life based on farm work.  

Americanism The adoption of American customs, habits, and way of life.  

Anticlericalism Refusal of the Church’s power over society except for religion.  

Capitalism An economic system based on the private ownership of sectors of the  
economy, characterized by a competitive market and motivation by profit.  

Church 
Conservatism 

The Church continued to promote tradition and resisted modern changes. A  
belief that traditional ways are best.  

Cooperatism  
 
 
Communism 

An economic system that encourages the pooling of resources and a shared 
management style, as well as shared profits.  
 
The ideology that ownership of a country’s goods and resources belongs to all 
the people. People are usually ruled by a small, dictatorial group.  
Example: China, Cuba & the former USSR.  

Conservatism A belief that the old ways are best, and change comes very slowly, if at all.  

Duplessisism The political and social atmosphere of Quebec under Duplessis. The society is 
traditional, and conservative. Farm life is idealized, and the church has a great  
deal of power.  

Gallicanism Belief that the monarch’s authority is above the pope’s authority.  

Fascism A repressive and oppressive rule by a dictator, who uses the army and secret  
police to maintain power. Example: Hitler and Mussolini.  

Feminism The advocacy of women’s rights on the grounds of political, social, and  
economic equality to men.  

Imperialism Political, cultural, economic or military domination exerted by one state or  
another.  

Interventionism Policy of state intervention (involvement) in various areas such as social,  
cultural and economic.   



Liberalism A political ideology that states that all individuals have equal and fundamental  
rights, including protection from abuse of the monarch’s power (absolutism). 

Nationalism A political belief that identifies a nation as a group of people who share  
common characteristics. Also refers to a sense of pride in belonging to a nation.  

Neoliberalism An ideology that advocates a laissez-faire approach to the economy and less 
state intervention (free trade). Became more popular both federally and  
provincially as Canada and Quebec tried to become more competitive globally.  

Republicanism A political belief that people should govern themselves through elected officials 

Secularism A separation of Church and State – believed that the church should have no  
power except in religious affairs.  

Social Reformism  Belief that society should try to fight poverty and other undesirable  
consequences of industrialization.   

Socialism Ideology that believes in state interventionism in social, political and economic  
affairs.  

Survival 
Nationalism 

Nationalism that regards maintaining the Catholic Church and the French 
language and culture in order for the survival of French Canadian culture in  
North America.  

Ultramontanism The concept that the Church is all powerful and has authority over all aspects 
of colonial life.  

 

UNIT 4: POWER & COUNTERVAILING POWERS 
 

Cooperatism An economic system that encourages the pooling of resouces and shared  
management and profits. 

Federal System  The division of power between Ottawa and the provinces in Canada.  

Globalization The process by which different economies, societies, and cultures have become  
integrated through communication.  

Legislative 
Assembly 

The governing body of a nation made up of elected officials.  

Reformers People who fight for change in the existing political system.  

Representative 
Government 

People vote for a person who will represent them and their interests in the  
Legislative Assembly. 

Separatism The movement to break apart from the existing country and to create a  
separate nation.  

Sovereignty 
Association 

The theory that Quebec will exist as a sovereign (ruling) nation, yet share 
economic and financial responsibilities with the Federal government.  
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